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TYPICAL APPLICATION 

FEATURES DESCRIPTION

18V, 2A Buck-Boost DC/DC
Converter with Low Loss 

Dual Input PowerPath

The LTC®3118 is a dual-input, wide voltage range syn-
chronous buck-boost DC/DC converter with an intelligent, 
integrated, low loss PowerPath control. The unique power 
switch architecture provides efficient operation from either 
input source to a programmable output voltage above, 
below or equal to the input. Voltage capability of up to 18V 
provides flexibility and voltage margin for a wide variety 
of applications and power sources.

The LTC3118 uses a low noise, current mode architecture 
with a fixed 1.2MHz PWM mode frequency that minimizes 
the solution footprint. For high efficiency at light loads, 
automatic Burst Mode operation can be selected consum-
ing only 50µA of quiescent current in sleep.

System level features include ideal diode or VIN priority 
modes, VIN and VOUT power good indicators, accurate RUN 
comparators to program independent UVLO thresholds, 
and output disconnect in shutdown. Other features include 
2µA shutdown current, short-circuit protection, soft-start, 
current limit and thermal overload protection. 

The LTC3118 is offered in thermally enhanced 24-lead 
4mm × 5mm QFN and 28-lead TSSOP packages.

APPLICATIONS

 n Integrated High Efficiency Dual Input PowerPath™ 
Plus Buck-Boost DC/DC Converter

 n Ideal Diode or Priority VIN Select Modes
 n VIN1 and VIN2 Range: 2.2V to 18V
 n VOUT Range: 2V to 18V
 n Either VIN Can Be Above, Below or Equal to VOUT
 n Generates 5V at 2A for VIN > 6V
 n 1.2MHz Low Noise Fixed Frequency Operation
 n Current Mode Control
 n All Internal N-Channel MOSFETs
 n Pin-Selectable PWM or Burst Mode® Operation
 n Accurate, Independent RUN Pin Thresholds
 n Up to 94% Efficiency
 n VIN and VOUT Power Good Indicators
 n IQ of 50µA in Sleep, 2µA in Shutdown
 n 4mm × 5mm 24-Lead QFN or 28-Lead TSSOP Packages

 n Systems with Multiple Input Sources
 n Back Up Power Systems
 n Wall Adapter or Li-Ion(s) Input to 5VOUT
 n Battery or Super Capacitor Input for Reserve Power 
 n Replace Diode-OR Designs with Higher Efficiency, 

Flexibility and Performance

L, LT, LTC, LTM, Linear Technology, the Linear logo and Burst Mode are registered trademarks 
and PowerPath and ThinSOT are trademarks of Linear Technology Corporation. All other trademarks 
are the property of their respective owners. Protected by U.S. Patents, including 7709976.
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ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM RATINGS

PIN CONFIGURATION

VIN1, VIN2 Voltage ....................................... –0.3V to 20V
VOUT Voltage .............................................. –0.3V to 20V
SW1 DC Voltage (Note 4) ...............–0.3V to (VIN1 + 0.3V) 

or (VIN2 + 0.3V)
SW2 DC Voltage (Note 4).............–0.3V to (VOUT + 0.3V)
BST1 Voltage ..................... (SW1 – 0.3V) to (SW1 + 6V)
BST2 Voltage  .................... (SW2 – 0.3V) to (SW2 + 6V)
RUN1, RUN2 Voltage .................................. –0.3V to 20V
PGD, V1GD, V2GD Voltage ......................... –0.3V to 20V
CM1, CM2 Voltage ....................................... –0.3 to 20V

(Note 1)

ORDER INFORMATION

LEAD FREE FINISH TAPE AND REEL PART MARKING* PACKAGE DESCRIPTION TEMPERATURE RANGE

LTC3118EUFD#PBF LTC3118EUFD#TRPBF 3118 24-Lead (4mm × 5mm) Plastic QFN –40°C to 125°C

LTC3118IUFD#PBF LTC3118IUFD#TRPBF 3118 24-Lead (4mm × 5mm) Plastic QFN –40°C to 125°C

LTC3118HUFD#PBF LTC3118HUFD#TRPBF 3118 24-Lead (4mm × 5mm) Plastic QFN –40°C to 150°C

LTC3118MPUFD#PBF LTC3118MPUFD#TRPBF 3118 24-Lead (4mm × 5mm) Plastic QFN –55°C to 150°C

LTC3118EFE#PBF LTC3118EFE#TRPBF 3118FE 28-Lead Plastic TSSOP –40°C to 125°C

LTC3118IFE#PBF LTC3118IFE#TRPBF 3118FE 28-Lead Plastic TSSOP –40°C to 125°C

LTC3118HFE#PBF LTC3118HFE#TRPBF 3118FE 28-Lead Plastic TSSOP –40°C to 150°C

LTC3118MPFE#PBF LTC3118MPFE#TRPBF 3118FE 28-Lead Plastic TSSOP –55°C to 150°C

Consult LTC Marketing for parts specified with wider operating temperature ranges. *The temperature grade is identified by a label on the shipping container.

For more information on lead free part marking, go to: http://www.linear.com/leadfree/  
For more information on tape and reel specifications, go to: http://www.linear.com/tapeandreel/
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TJMAX = 150°C, θJC = 3.4°C/W, θJA = 43°C/W 

EXPOSED PAD (PIN 25) IS PGND, MUST BE SOLDERED TO PCB
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TJMAX = 150°C, θJC = 5°C/W, θJA = 30°C/W 

EXPOSED PAD (PIN 29) IS PGND, MUST BE SOLDERED TO PCB

CP1 Voltage ........................ (VIN1 – 0.3V) to (VIN1 + 6V)
CP2 Voltage ........................ (VIN2 – 0.3V) to (VIN2 + 6V)
VCC, CN1, CN2 Voltage ................................... –0.3 to 6V
MODE, SEL, FB, VC Voltage ........................... –0.3 to 6V
Operating Junction Temperature Range (Notes 2, 3) 

LTC3118E/LTC3118I ........................... –40°C to 125°C 
LTC3118H .......................................... –40°C to 150°C 
LTC3118MP ........................................ –55°C to 150°C

Storage Temperature Range .................. –65°C to 150°C
Lead Temperature (Soldering, 10 sec) TSSOP ...... 300°C
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ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS

PARAMETER CONDITIONS MIN TYP MAX UNITS

Input Operating Voltage Range VIN1 or VIN2, VCC ≥ 2.5V l 2.2 18 V

Output Operating Voltage l 2 18 V

Undervoltage Lockout Threshold on VCC VCC Rising, VIN = 2.5V l 2.2 2.35 2.5 V

Minimum VIN Start-Up Voltage VCC Powered from VIN1 or VIN2 (IVCC = 10mA) l 2.2 2.5 2.65 V

Input Quiescent Current in Shutdown RUN1 and RUN2 < 0.2V 2 µA

Input Quiescent Current in Burst Mode Operation Active VIN1 or VIN2, FB = 1.2V 50 µA

Inactive VIN1 or VIN2, FB = 1.2V 5 µA

Input Quiescent Current in PWM Mode Operation Active VIN1 or VIN2, FB = 0.8V 12 mA

Output Quiescent Current in Burst Mode Operation 1 µA

Oscillator Frequency l 1000 1200 1400 kHz

Oscillator Frequency Variation Active VIN = 3V to 18V 0.1 %/V

Feedback Voltage l 0.98 1.0 1.02 V

Feedback Voltage Line Regulation Active VIN = 3V to 18V 0.2 %

Error Amplifier Transconductance VC Current = ±4µA 80 µS

Feedback Pin Input Current FB = 1V 0 50 nA

VC Source Current VC = 0.5V, FB = 0.8V –14 µA

VC Sink Current VC = 0.5V, FB = 1.2V 14 µA

RUN Pin Threshold: Accurate RUN1 or RUN2 Rising l 1.17 1.22 1.27 V

RUN Pin Hysteresis: Accurate Accurate RUN (Rising – Falling) 170 mV

RUN Pin Logic Threshold for VCC Enable/Shutdown l 0.2 0.65 1.15 V

RUN Pin Leakage Current RUN1 or RUN2 = 4V 0.2 µA

VCC Output Voltage IVCC = 1mA l 3.5 3.8 4.1 V

VCC Load Regulation IVCC = 1mA to 10mA –1 %

VCC Line Regulation IVCC = 1mA, VIN = 5V to 18V 0.5 %

VCC Current Limit VIN > 6V 60 mA

Average Inductor Current Limit (Note 5) l 3.0 3.6 5.2 A

Overload Current Limit (Note 5) Current from VIN1 or VIN2 6 A

Reverse Inductor Current Limit (Note 5) PWM Mode –200 mA

Maximum Duty Cycle Percentage of Period SW2 Is Low in Boost Mode l 90 95 %

Percentage of Period SW1 Is High in Boost Mode l 83 88 %

Minimum Duty Cycle Percentage of Period SW1 Is High in Buck Mode l 0 %

SW1 and SW2 Forced Low Time BST1 or BST2 Capacitor Charge Time 100 ns

N-Channel Switch Resistance Switch A1 (From VIN1 to SW1) 80 mΩ

Switch A2 (From VIN2 to SW1) 120 mΩ

Switch B (From SW1 to PGND) 80 mΩ

Switch C (From SW2 to PGND) 80 mΩ

Switch D (From PVOUT to SW2) 80 mΩ

N-Channel Switch Leakage VIN2, VIN2 or VOUT = 18V 0.1 10 µA

Soft-Start Time 1 ms

MODE and SEL Threshold Voltage l 0.3 0.75 1.2 V

MODE and SEL Leakage Pin = 5V 0 0.5 µA

 The l denotes the specifications which apply over the full operating junction 
temperature range, otherwise specifications are at TJ ≈ TA = 25°C (Note 2). Unless otherwise noted, VIN1 or VIN2 = 5V, VOUT = 5V.
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PARAMETER CONDITIONS MIN TYP MAX UNITS

VIN1 Becomes Active Input in Ideal Diode Mode VIN2 = SEL = 5V 
 Rising 
 Falling

 
5 

4.2

 
5.4 
4.6

 
5.8 
5

 
V 
V

PGD Threshold Percent of FB Voltage Rising 90 94 98 %

PGD Hysteresis Percent of FB Voltage Falling –2 %

V1GD, V2GD, PGD Low Voltage ISINK = 5mA 300 mV

V1GD, V2GD, PGD Leakage Pin = 18V 1 µA

Note 1: Stresses beyond those listed under Absolute Maximum Ratings 
may cause permanent damage to the device. Exposure to any Absolute 
Maximum Rating condition for extended periods may affect device 
reliability and lifetime.

Note 2: The LTC3118 is tested under pulsed load conditions such that TJ ≈ 
TA. The LTC3112E is guaranteed to meet specifications from 0°C to 85°C 
junction temperature. Specifications over the –40°C to 125°C operating 
junction temperature range are assured by design, characterization and 
correlation with statistical process controls. The LTC3118I is guaranteed 
to meet specifications over the –40°C to 125°C operating junction 
temperature, the LTC3118H is guaranteed to meet specifications over the 
–40°C to 150°C operating junction temperature range and the LTC3118MP 
is guaranteed and tested to meet specifications over the full –55°C to 
150°C operating junction temperature range. High junction temperatures 
degrade operating lifetimes; operating lifetime is derated for temperatures 
greater than 125°C. 

The maximum ambient temperature is determined by specific operating 
conditions in conjunction with board layout, the rated package thermal 

ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS The l denotes the specifications which apply over the full operating junction 
temperature range, otherwise specifications are at TJ ≈ TA = 25°C (Note 2). Unless otherwise noted, VIN1 or VIN2 = 5V, VOUT = 5V.

resistance and other environmental factors. The junction temperature  
(TJ in °C) is calculated from the ambient temperature (TA in °C) and power 
dissipation (PD in Watts) according to the following formula:  
TJ = TA + (PD • θJA) where θJA is the thermal impedance of the package.

Note 3: This IC includes overtemperature protection that is intended 
to protect the device during momentary overload conditions. Junction 
temperature will exceed 150°C when overtemperature protection is active.
Continuous operation above the specified maximum operating junction 
temperature may impair device reliability.

Note 4: Voltage transients on the switch pins beyond the DC limit specified 
in the Absolute Maximum Ratings, are non disruptive to normal operation 
when using good layout practices, as shown on the demo board or 
described in the data sheet and application notes.

Note 5: Current measurements are performed when the LTC3118 is 
not switching. The current limit values measured in operation will be 
somewhat higher, while the reverse current thresholds may be lower due 
to the propagation delay of the comparators and inductor value.
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VOUT = 12V, Efficiency and Power 
Loss vs Load Current from VIN1

VOUT = 12V, Efficiency and Power 
Loss vs Load Current from VIN2

12VOUT Efficiency vs VIN1 or VIN2 
Voltage with 500mA and 1A Load 
Current

TYPICAL PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS

VOUT = 3.3V Efficiency and Power 
Loss vs Load Current from VIN1

VOUT = 3.3V Efficiency and Power 
Loss vs Load Current from VIN2

3.3VOUT Efficiency vs VIN1 or VIN2 
Voltage with 500mA and 1A Load 
Current

VOUT = 5V, Efficiency and Power 
Loss vs Load Current from VIN1

VOUT = 5V, Efficiency and Power 
Loss vs Load Current from VIN2

5VOUT Efficiency vs VIN1 or VIN2 
Voltage with 500mA and 1A Load 
Current

TA = 25°C, unless otherwise noted.
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TYPICAL PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS

N-Channel MOSFET Leakage  
vs Die Temperature and Stand-Off 
Voltage

Normalized N-MOSFET 
Resistance vs VCC

Normalized N-Channel MOSFET 
Resistance vs Die Temperature

PWM to Burst Mode Thresholds 
vs VIN

Maximum Load Current vs VIN in 
PWM Mode

Inductor Overload, Average and 
Reverse Current Limits  
vs Temperature
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FB Program Voltage  
vs Temperature VCC vs Active VIN

TYPICAL PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS

MODE and SEL Logic Thresholds

Active VIN in Ideal Diode Mode 
with Hysteresis

RUN1 and RUN2 Thresholds for 
VIN UVLO and VCC Enable

RUN1 and RUN2 Current  
vs Voltage

VCC vs Supply Current (VIN > 5V) 
Showing Current Limit

No-Load Active VIN Current in 
Burst Mode

No-Load Active VIN Current in 
PWM
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TYPICAL PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS

5VIN Burst Mode Waveforms 
12VOUT, 50mA

12VIN Burst Mode Waveforms 
12VOUT, 100mA

18VIN Burst Mode Waveforms 
12VOUT, 100mA

Switch and VOUT Waveforms 
(12VIN, 12VOUT)

12VIN2 to 5VIN1 Switchover 
Waveforms, VOUT = 12V 500mA  
Load

100mA to 1A Load Step PWM 
Mode (12VIN, 12VOUT)

200ns/DIV
3118 G29

12VOUT
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500µs/DIV
3118 G30
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3118 G31
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COUT = 100µF
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TYPICAL PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS

Soft-Start Waveforms with 500mA 
Load (12VIN, 12VOUT)

VOUT Short-Circuit Waveforms 
Response and Recovery  
(12VIN, 12VOUT)

VCC Short-Circuit Waveforms 
Response and Recovery 
(12VIN, 12VOUT, 500mA Load)
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PIN FUNCTIONS

SEL (Pin 1/Pin 4): Input Select Pin. 

SEL = Logic Low (ground): VIN1 priority mode, the con-
verter will operate from VIN1 if RUN1 and VIN1 voltages 
are above their respective  thresholds. If these conditions 
are not met, the converter will operate from VIN2 as long 
as RUN2 and VIN2 voltages are above their thresholds.

SEL  = Logic High (connect to VCC): Ideal diode mode, 
the converter will operate from the higher voltage of VIN1 
or VIN2. 

VIN1 (Pin 2/Pin 5): The first input voltage source for the 
converter. Connect a minimum of 22µF ceramic decou-
pling capacitor from this pin to ground, as close to the IC 
as possible. In ideal diode mode (SEL = 1), this input will 
be selected if VIN1 > VIN2, VIN1 is above its internal UVLO 
threshold, and RUN1 > 1.22V. In priority mode (SEL = 
0), this input will be selected if VIN1 is above its internal 
UVLO threshold and RUN1 > 1.22V. 

Since this input has lower RDS(ON) MOSFETs between VIN1 
and SW1, it should be considered for use with the source 
where high efficiency is more critical. 

RUN1 (Pin 3/Pin 6): Input to enable and disable the IC and 
program the UVLO threshold for VIN1. Pull RUN1 above 
1.22V to enable the converter. Connecting this pin to a 
resistor divider from VIN1 to ground allows programming 
of VIN1’s UVLO threshold above 2.2V. Pulling both RUN1 
and RUN2 to logic low states will put the IC in a low cur-
rent shutdown state.

RUN2 (Pin 4/Pin 7): Input to enable and disable the IC and 
program the UVLO threshold for VIN2. Pull RUN2 above 
1.22V to enable the converter. Connecting this pin to a 
resistor divider from VIN2 to ground allows programming 
of VIN2’s UVLO threshold above 2.2V. Pulling both RUN1 
and RUN2 to logic low states will put the IC in a low cur-
rent shutdown state.

VCC (Pin 5/Pin 8): Output voltage of the internal VCC regula-
tor. This is the supply pin for the internal driver circuitry. 
Bypass this output with a 4.7µF ceramic capacitor. This 
pin may be back driven by an external supply, up to 5.5V. 
VCC will be generated from either VIN1 or VIN2 depending 
upon which input the converter is operating from.

MODE (Pin 6/Pin 9): PWM or Auto Burst Mode Select Pin.

MODE = Logic Low (ground): Enables automatic Burst 
Mode operation.

MODE = Logic High (connect to VCC): Forces PWM mode 
operation.

GND (Pin 7/Pins 10, 11): Signal Ground for the IC. Provide 
a short direct PCB path from this pin to the ground plane.

VC (Pin 8/Pin 12): Output of the voltage error amplifier 
used to program average inductor current. An RC from 
this pin to ground sets the voltage loop compensation. 
The average current loop is internally compensated. 

FB (Pin 9/Pin 13): Feedback input to the voltage error am-
plifier. Connect to a resistor divider from VOUT to ground. 
The output voltage can be adjusted from 2V to 18V by: 
VOUT = 1 + (R1/R2). 

V1GD (Pin 10/Pin 14): Open-drain indicator that pulls to 
ground when both VIN1 and RUN1 are above their respec-
tive thresholds. Connect a pull-up resistor from this pin 
to a positive supply.

V2GD (Pin 11/Pin 15): Open-drain indicator that pulls to 
ground when both VIN2 and RUN2 are above their respec-
tive thresholds. Connect a pull-up resistor from this pin 
to a positive supply.

PGD (Pin 12/Pin 16): Open-drain output that pulls to 
ground when VOUT is greater than 92% of the programmed 
output voltage. Connect a pull-up resistor from this pin 
to a positive supply.

VOUT (Pin 13/Pin 19): Regulated Output Voltage. Con-
nect a minimum of 47µF ceramic or low ESR decoupling 
capacitor from this pin to ground. The capacitor should 
be placed as close to the IC as possible with short, wide 
traces to VOUT and GND.

SW2 (Pin 14/Pin 20): Switch Pin. Connect to the other 
side of the inductor. Keep PCB trace lengths as short and 
wide as possible to reduce EMI. 

BST2 (Pin 15/Pin 21): Bootstrapped floating supply for 
high side N-channel MOSFET gate drive. Connect to SW2 
through a 0.1µF capacitor, as close to the part as possible. 

(QFN/TSSOP)
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PIN FUNCTIONS (QFN/TSSOP)

BST1 (Pin 16/Pin 22): Bootstrapped floating supply for 
high side N-channel MOSFET gate drive for VIN1 or VIN2. 
Connect to SW1 through a 0.1µF capacitor, as close to 
the part as possible. This capacitor provides gate drive 
for the N-channel MOSFETs connected between SW1 and 
either VIN1 or VIN2. 

SW1 (Pin 17/Pin 23): Switch Pin. Connect to one side of 
the inductor. Keep PCB trace lengths as short and wide 
as possible to reduce EMI. 

VIN2 (Pin 18/Pin 24): The second input voltage source for 
the converter. Connect a minimum of 22µF ceramic decou-
pling capacitor from this pin to ground, as close to the IC 
as possible. In ideal diode mode (SEL = 1), this input will 
be selected if VIN2 > VIN1, VIN2 is above its internal UVLO 
threshold, and RUN2 > 1.22V. In priority mode (SEL = 0), 
this input will only be selected if VIN1 is below its internal 
UVLO threshold or RUN1 < 1.05V.

Since this input has the higher RDS(ON) MOSFETs between 
VIN2 and SW1, it should be considered for use with the 
source where slightly lower conversion efficiency is ac-
ceptable.

CP2 (Pin 19/Pin 25): Positive pin for the VIN2 top N-channel 
MOSFET charge-pump capacitor. This pin toggles between 
VIN2 and VIN2 + VCC when VIN2 is active. 

CN2 (Pin 20/Pin 27): Negative pin for the VIN2 top  
N-channel MOSFET charge-pump capacitor. This pin is 
driven between VCC and GND when VIN2 is active. Connect 
a 10nF ceramic capacitor between CN2 and CP2. This pin 
can be monitored to indicate operation from VIN2.

CM2 (Pin 21/Pin 28): Filter pin for the common connec-
tion of VIN2 to SW1 N-channel MOSFETs. Connect a 47nF 
capacitor from this pin to the ground plane.

CM1 (Pin 22/Pin 1): Filter pin for the common connec-
tion of VIN1 to SW1 N-channel MOSFETs. Connect a 47nF 
capacitor from this pin to the ground plane.

CN1 (Pin 23/Pin 2): Negative pin for the VIN1 top N-channel 
MOSFET charge-pump capacitor. This pin is driven be-
tween VCC and GND when VIN1 is active. Connect a 10nF 
ceramic capacitor between CN1 and CP1. This pin can be 
monitored to indicate operation from VIN1.

CP1 (Pin 24/Pin 3): Positive pin for the VIN1 top N-channel 
MOSFET charge-pump capacitor. This pin toggles between 
VIN1 and VIN1 + VCC when VIN1 is active. 

PGND (Exposed Pad Pin 25/Pins 17, 18, 26, Exposed Pad 
Pin 29): Power Ground for the IC. The exposed pad must 
be soldered to the PCB ground plane. It serves as the 
power ground connection, and as a means of conducting 
heat away from the die.
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BLOCK DIAGRAM
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OPERATION

Introduction

The LTC3118 is a dual-input, current mode, monolithic 
buck-boost DC/DC converter that can operate over a wide 
input voltage range of 2.2V to 18V. The output voltage 
can be programmed between 2V to 18V and deliver more 
than 2A of load current. The LTC3118 operates from either 
VIN1 or VIN2 depending on the state of the SEL pin. If SEL 
is commanded to be a logic high, VOUT will be powered 
from the highest valid input voltage. If SEL is a logic low, 
VOUT will be powered from VIN1 (priority mode) assuming 
sufficient input voltage is present. Internal, low RDS(ON) 
N-channel power switches reduce the solution complexity 
and maximize efficiency.  

A proprietary switch algorithm allows the buck-boost 
converter to maintain output voltage regulation with in-
put voltages that are above, below or equal to the output 
voltage. Transitions between the step-up or step-down 
operating modes are seamless and free of transients and 
subharmonic switching, making this product ideal for noise 
sensitive applications. The LTC3118 operates at a fixed 
nominal switching frequency of 1.2MHz, which provides 
an ideal trade-off between small solution size and high 
efficiency. Current mode control provides inherent input 
line voltage rejection, simplified compensation and rapid 
response to load transients. Burst Mode operation capabil-
ity is also included in the LTC3118 and is user-selected 
via the MODE input pin. In Burst Mode operation, the 

LTC3118 provides exceptional efficiency at light output 
loads by operating the converter only when necessary to 
maintain voltage regulation. At higher loads, the LTC3118 
automatically transitions to fixed frequency PWM mode 
when Burst Mode operation is selected. 

For 5V VOUT applications, the input quiescent currents in 
Burst Mode operation can be reduced with the internal 
LDO regulator bootstrapped to the output voltage. If the 
application requires extremely low noise, continuous PWM 
operation can also be selected via the MODE pin. The 
LTC3118 also features accurate, resistor programmable 
RUN comparator thresholds with hysteresis for each VIN. 
This allows the buck-boost DC/DC converter to turn on 
and off at user-selected voltage thresholds depending on 
the power source for each VIN. With a wide voltage range 
and high efficiency, the LTC3118 is well suited for many 
demanding power systems.

Power Stage Topology

Figure 1 shows the topology of the dual-input LTC3118 
power stage switches and their associated gate drivers. 
The LTC3118 integrates independent switch paths from 
VIN1 to SW1 and VIN2 to SW1 to provide isolation between 
the selected input and the inactive input. This configuration 
allows conversion from either input source, regardless of 
their respective voltage levels, enabling ideal diode or VIN1 
priority modes (see SEL pin description). 

Figure 1. LTC3118 Dual-Input Power Stage
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OPERATION

If operation from VIN1 is selected, PUMP1 connects the 
low RDSON static switch between VIN1 and CM1 as shown. 
Switch A1 is then driven on for a portion of each switching 
cycle, as commanded by the PWM circuitry and powered 
by the flying capacitor between BST1 and SW1. When 
operating from VIN1, PUMP2 and A2 are disabled.

Operation from VIN2 is accomplished in a similar man-
ner, except that PUMP2 connects VIN2 to CM2 and A2 is 
commanded on by the PWM. With operation from VIN2, 
PUMP1 and A1 are disabled providing isolation from VIN1.

PWM Mode Operation

If the MODE pin is high, or if the load current on the 
converter is high enough to force PWM mode operation, 
the LTC3118 operates at a fixed 1.2MHz frequency us-
ing a current mode control loop. PWM mode minimizes 
output voltage ripple and yields a low noise switching 
frequency spectrum. A proprietary switching algorithm 
provides seamless transitions between operating modes 
and eliminates discontinuities in the average inductor 
current, inductor ripple current and loop transfer function 
throughout all modes of operation. These advantages 
result in increased efficiency, improved loop stability and 
lower output voltage ripple. In PWM mode operation, both 
SW1 and SW2 transition on every cycle independent of 
the input and output voltages. In response to the internal 
control loop command, an internal pulse width modulator 
generates the appropriate switch duty cycle to maintain 
regulation of the output voltage.

When stepping down from a high input voltage to a lower 
output voltage, the converter operates in buck mode and 
switch D remains on for the entire switching cycle except 
for a minimum SW2 low duration (typically 100ns). Dur-
ing the switch low duration, switch C is turned on which 
forces SW2 low and charges the flying capacitor between 
BST2 and SW2. This ensures that the switch D gate driver 
power supply rail on BST2 is maintained. The duty cycle of 
switch A1 (or A2) and switch B are adjusted by the PWM 
circuit  to maintain output voltage regulation in buck mode.

If the input voltage is lower than the output voltage, the 
converter operates in boost mode. Switch A1 (or A2) 
remains on for the entire switching cycle except for the 

minimum switch low duration (typically 100ns). During the 
switch low duration, switch B is turned on which forces 
SW1 low and charges the flying capacitor between BST1 
and SW1. This ensures that switch A1 (or A2) gate driver 
power supply rail on BST1 is maintained. The duty cycle 
of switch C and switch D are adjusted by the PWM circuit 
to maintain output voltage regulation in boost mode.

Oscillator

The LTC3118 operates from an internal oscillator with 
a nominal fixed frequency of 1.2MHz. This allows the  
DC/DC converter efficiency to be maximized while still 
using small external components. 

Input Select Logic and VIN Power Good Indicators

A simplified schematic diagram of the LTC3118’s input 
select circuitry is shown in Figure 2. UVLO comparators 
on VIN1, VIN2 and VCC set minimum operating voltages to 
ensure proper operation. VCC must be greater than 2.35V 
before operation is allowed from either input. Once VCC 
is valid, one of the inputs must be greater than 2V typical 
before the LTC3118 enables switching. Finally, the RUN 
pin voltage for the particular input must be greater than 
1.22V to enable operation. This condition will be met if the 
appropriate RUN pin is connected to its own VIN, RUN1 to 
VIN1 for example, but may not be met if a resistor divider 
is used to program the accurate RUN pin higher than the 
VIN UVLO minimum. Detailed discussions of VCC, VIN and 
RUN pin UVLOs are presented in later sections. 

Once the UVLO conditions are satisfied, internal VIN1GOOD 
and/or VIN2GOOD will assert and the LTC3118 is allowed 
to operate. The state of each VINGOOD signal and the SEL 
pin are decoded in logic to determine which input source 
is selected, as shown on the table in Figure 2. 

Open-drain indicator pins V1GD and V2GD are driven 
by their respective internal VINGOOD signals and can be 
used to alert the system of undervoltage conditions on 
the inputs. External pull-up resistors can be connected 
between these pins and any supply voltage up to 18V. 
Since these pins pull low with valid input voltages, even 
in Burst Mode operation, high value resistors are recom-
mended for applications where minimal no-load quiescent 
current is critical. 
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OPERATION

If SEL is a logic low, the LTC3118 operates in VIN1 priority 
mode where VIN1 is selected for operation if conditions 
are met for VIN1GOOD to be high. If VIN1GOOD is low in 
priority mode, the LTC3118 will revert to VIN2 operation 
if VIN2(GOOD) is asserted, keeping VOUT powered.

If SEL is a logic high, the LTC3118 operates in ideal diode 
mode, where VOUT is powered from the highest input 
voltage source with a high VINGOOD signal. An internal 
comparator with 400mV hysteresis monitors the input 
voltages to determine which is higher. If the state of this 
comparator changes during PWM operation, switching 
will be suspended for six clock cycles before resuming 
from the other input source. An approximate 250µs filter/
time constant prevents rapid transitions between inputs. 

As with priority mode, if one of the VINGOOD signals is low 
the LTC3118 will operate from the other input in order to 
keep the output powered. If both VINGOOD signals are low 
in either mode, the LTC3118 will not deliver power to VOUT. 

VOUT Power Good Indicator

The VOUT power good indicator is an open-drain output 
pin similar to the V1GD and V2GD pins shown in Figure 2.  
PGD is driven by an internal comparator that monitors the 
FB pin. If FB is below 0.92V (VOUT is 8% low) PGD will open 
circuit, allowing an external resistor to pull high indicating 
the output voltage is not in regulation. The power good 
comparator has internal filtering for glitch suppression. 

Figure 2. Simplified Input Select Logic and VIN Power Good Indicators

3118 F02

+

–2V

VIN2

V2GD

+

–1.22V

RUN2

+

–1.22V

RUN1

V1GD

+

–2V

VIN1

+

–2.35V

VCC

VCCGOOD

VIN2GOOD

VIN1GOOD

UVLO COMPARATORS

INPUT VOLTAGE SELECT LOGIC

SEL PIN VIN1GOOD VIN2GOOD SELECTED VIN

1 
IDEAL  
DIODE 
MODE

1 1 Highest VIN

1 0 VIN1

0 1 VIN2

0 0 No Switching

0 
PRIORITY 

MODE

1 1 VIN1

1 0 VIN1

0 1 VIN2

0 0 No Switching



LTC3118

16

3118fa

For more information www.linear.com/LTC3118

OPERATION

Current Mode Control

The LTC3118 utilizes average current mode control for the 
pulse width modulator, as shown in Figure 3. Current mode 
control, both average and the better known peak method, 
enjoy some benefits compared to other control methods, 
including: simplified loop compensation, rapid response 
to load transients and inherent line voltage rejection. 

Referring to Figure 3, an internal high gain transcon-
ductance error amplifier, labeled VAMP, monitors VOUT 
through a voltage divider connected to the FB pin and 
provides an output, VC, used by the current mode control 
loop to command the appropriate inductor current level. 
To ensure stability, external frequency compensation 
components (RZ, CP1 and CP2) must be installed be-
tween VC and GND. The procedure for determining these 
components is provided in the Applications Information 
section of this data sheet. VC is internally connected to the 
noninverting input of a high gain, integrating, operational 
amplifier, referred to in Figure 3 as IAMP. The inverting  
input of the average current amplifier is connected to the 
inductor current sense resistor RCS through a gain-setting 

resistor RA1 and to its output (ICOMP) through an internal 
frequency compensation network comprised of RA2 and 
CA. The average current amplifier’s output provides the 
cycle-by-cycle duty cycle command into the buck-boost 
PWM circuitry.

The non-inverting reference level input to the average 
current amplifier is VC and the feedback or inverting input 
is driven from the inductor current sensing circuitry. The 
inductor current sensing circuitry alternately measures the 
current through switches A1 (or A2) and B. The output of 
the sensing circuitry produces a voltage across resistor RCS 
that resembles the inductor current waveform transformed 
to a voltage. If there is an increase in the power converter 
load on VOUT, the instantaneous level of VOUT will drop 
slightly, which will increase the voltage level on VC by 
the inverting action of the voltage error amplifier. When 
the increase on VC first occurs, the output of the current 
averaging amplifier, ICOMP, will increase momentarily to 
command a larger duty cycle. This duty cycle increase 
will result in a higher inductor current level, ultimately 
raising the average voltage across RCS. Once the average 

Figure 3. Average Current Mode Control Loop
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value of the voltage on RCS is equivalent to the VC level, 
the voltage on ICOMP will revert very closely to its previ-
ous level into the PWM, and force the correct duty cycle 
to maintain voltage regulation at this new higher inductor 
current level. The average current amplifier is configured as 
an integrator, so in steady state, the average value of the 
voltage applied to its inverting input (voltage across RCS) 
will be equivalent to the voltage on its noninverting input 
VC. As a result, the average value of the inductor current 
is controlled in order to maintain voltage regulation. The 
entire current amplifier and PWM can be simplified as a 
voltage controlled current source, with the driving volt-
age coming from VC. VC is commonly referred to as the 
current command for this reason, and the voltage on VC 
is directly proportional to average inductor current, which 
can prove useful for many applications.

The voltage error amplifier monitors VOUT through a voltage 
divider and makes adjustments to the current command 
as necessary to maintain regulation. The voltage error 
amplifier therefore controls the outer voltage regulation 
loop. The average current amplifier makes adjustments 
to the inductor current as directed by the voltage error 
amplifier output via VC and is commonly referred to as 
the inner current loop amplifier. The average current mode 
control technique is similar to peak current mode control 
except that the average current amplifier, by virtue of its 
configuration as an integrator, controls average current 
instead of the peak current. This difference eliminates the 
peak-to-average current error inherent to peak current 
mode control, while maintaining most of the advantages 
inherent to peak current mode control.

Average current mode control requires appropriate 
compensation for the inner current loop, unlike peak 
current mode control. The compensation network must 
have high DC gain to minimize VOUT regulation errors  
and high bandwidth to quickly change the commanded 
current level following transient load steps. The inner 
loop compensation components are fixed internally on 
the LTC3118. External compensation of the voltage loop 
is detailed in the Applications Information section and is 
similar to techniques used for peak current mode control. 

Inductor Current Sense and Maximum Output Current

As part of the current control loop, the LTC3118 has cur-
rent sense circuitry that measures the inductor current 
of the buck-boost converter, as shown in Figure 3. This 
circuitry measures the current through switches A1 (or 
A2) and B separately and produces proportional output 
currents that are summed at the current sense resistor RCS. 
Sensed A and B switch currents form a voltage replica of 
the inductor current at RCS, which is used by the average 
current amplifier, as described in the previous section.

The voltage amplifier output, VC, is internally clamped to 
a nominal value of 1V. Since the average inductor current 
is proportional to VC, the 1V clamp sets the maximum 
average inductor current that can be programmed by the 
inner current loop. Taking into account the current sense 
amplifier’s gain, and the value of RCS, the maximum average 
inductor current is 3.6A typical. In buck mode, the output 
current is approximately equal to the inductor current IL. 

 IOUT(BUCK) ≈ IL • 0.85

The 100ns SW1/SW2 forced low time on each switching 
cycle briefly disconnects the inductor from VOUT and VIN, 
resulting in slightly less output current in either buck or 
boost mode for a given inductor current. In boost mode, 
the output current is related to average inductor current 
and duty cycle by:

 IOUT(BOOST) ≈ IL • (1 – D)

where D is the converter duty cycle.

Since the output current in boost mode is reduced by the 
duty cycle (D), the output current rating in buck mode is 
always greater than in boost mode. Also, because boost 
mode operation requires a higher inductor current for a 
given output current compared to buck mode, the efficiency 
in boost mode will be lower due to higher conduction  
(IL² • RDS(ON)) losses in the power switches. This will fur-
ther reduce the output current capability in boost mode. In 
either operating mode, however, the inductor peak-to-peak 
ripple current does not play a major role in determining 
the output current capability. 
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The maximum load current capability in PWM mode curves 
in the Typical Performance Characteristics section show 
the relationship of input voltage and the ability to deliver 
load current at VOUT = 5V and 12V. When the input voltage 
is a volt or more above VOUT in buck mode, the LTC3118 
is capable of providing more than 2A of load current. In 
boost mode, the output current capability is further reduced 
by the boost ratio or duty cycle (D) as described in the 
preceding equation.  

Overload Current Limit and Reverse Current 
Comparators

The internal current sense waveforms are used by the 
peak overload current (IPEAK) and reverse current (IREV) 
comparators. The IPEAK current comparator monitors 
ISENSE and interrupts normal PWM operation if the induc-
tor current level exceeds its maximum internal threshold. 
This threshold is approximately 60% above the maximum 
average current level of the current control loop. If the 
internal current sense waveform rises above this level, the 
LTC3118 will disconnect the inductor from VIN by shut-
ting off switch A1 (or A2) to prevent higher current in the 
inductor. The IPEAK circuitry is reset by the oscillator clock 
at the end of each switching cycle. In the event that the 
overload comparator is tripped as the result of an output 
short-circuit condition, where VOUT is discharged below 
approximately 1V, the LTC3118 will initiate a soft-start 
event keeping the on-chip power dissipation to low levels. 
Once the short circuit is removed, the LTC3118 will restart 
in the normal fashion. If the average current loop is able 
to prevent inductor current from reaching IPEAK during a 
short-circuit event, soft-start will not be initiated, but the 
maximum current capability of the current loop will be 
reduced by 40% to reduce power dissipation.

The LTC3118 contains a reverse current comparator set to 
a nominal value of –200mA. If the internal current sense 
waveform transitions below the internally set reverse cur-
rent threshold, the LTC3118 will disconnect the inductor 
from VOUT by shutting off switch D, to prevent rapid dis-
charge of the output capacitor. The IREV circuitry is reset 
by the oscillator clock at the end of the switching cycle. 

Burst Mode Operation

When the MODE pin is held low, the LTC3118 is configured 
for automatic Burst Mode operation. As a result, the buck-
boost DC/DC converter will operate with normal continuous 
PWM switching above a predetermined average inductor 
current and will automatically transition to power saving 
Burst Mode operation below this level. Refer to the Typical 
Performance Characteristics section of this data sheet to 
determine the Burst Mode transition threshold for various 
combinations of VIN and VOUT. 

With MODE held low at light output loads, the LTC3118 
will go into a standby or sleep state when the output volt-
age achieves its nominal regulation level. The sleep state 
halts PWM switching and powers down all nonessential 
functions of the IC, significantly reducing the quiescent 
current of the LTC3118. This greatly improves overall 
power conversion efficiency when the output load is 
light. Since the converter does not operate in sleep, the 
output voltage will slowly decay at a rate determined by 
the output load resistance and the output capacitor value. 
When the output voltage has decayed by a small amount, 
the LTC3118 will wake up and resume normal PWM 
switching operation until the voltage on VOUT is restored 
to the previous level. If the load is very light, the LTC3118 
may only need to switch for a few cycles to restore VOUT, 
and may sleep for extended periods of time, significantly 
improving conversion efficiency.
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Soft-Start

The LTC3118 soft-start circuit minimizes inrush current 
and output voltage overshoot on initial power up. The 
required timing components for soft-start are internal to 
the LTC3118 and produce typical soft-start durations of 
approximately 1ms. The internal soft-start circuit slowly 
ramps the error amplifier output at VC. In doing so, the 
current command of the IC is slowly increased, starting 
from zero. After initial power-up, soft-start can be reset by 
UVLO on VCC, both VIN1GOOD and VIN2GOOD de-asserting, 
thermal shutdown, or a VOUT short circuit.

VCC Regulator

An internal low dropout regulator (LDO) generates a 
nominal 3.8V rail from the active input VIN1 or VIN2. The 
VCC rail powers the internal control circuitry and power 
device gate drivers of the LTC3118, including the BST pin 
capacitors. The VCC regulator is disabled in shutdown to 
reduce quiescent current and is enabled by forcing one 
RUN pin above its logic threshold. The VCC regulator 
includes current-limit protection to safeguard against 
accidental short-circuiting of the LDO rail. In 5V VOUT ap-
plications, VCC can be powered by VOUT through an external 
Schottky diode. This technique is commonly referred to 
as bootstrapping. Bootstrapping can provide a significant 
efficiency improvement, particularly when the active VIN 
is high, and also allows operation to the minimum rated 
input voltage of 2V. For more information see Bootstrap-
ping the VCC Regulator with 5V VOUT or External Supply, 
in the Applications Information section.

Undervoltage Lockouts

The LTC3118 undervoltage lockout (UVLO) circuits disable 
operation of the internal power switches if both VIN1 and 
VIN2 or the VCC voltages are below their respective UVLO 
thresholds (see Figure 2). There are three UVLO circuits, 
one for each VIN and another that monitors VCC. The VIN 
UVLO comparators have a falling voltage threshold of 1.8V 
(typical at room temperature). If both input voltages fall 
below this level, switching is disabled until one VIN rises 
above 2V, as long as VCC is above its UVLO threshold. The 
VCC UVLO has a falling voltage threshold of 2.2V (typical). 
If VCC falls below this threshold, IC operation is disabled 
until VCC rises above 2.35V as long as one VIN is above 
its UVLO threshold level.

Depending on the particular application, any of these 
UVLO thresholds could be the limiting factor affecting 
the minimum input voltage required for operation. The 
LTC3118 VCC regulator uses VIN1 or VIN2 for its power 
input, whichever is active (see the Input Select Logic and 
VIN Power Good Indicators section). If VCC is not boot-
strapped, there exists a voltage drop between the active 
VIN and VCC. The dropout voltage is proportional to the 
loading on VCC due to the gate charge to the internal power 
switches. The Typical Performance Characteristics section 
of this data sheet provides information on the dropout 
voltage between VIN1 (or VIN2) and VCC.

In applications where VCC is bootstrapped (powered by 
VOUT through a Schottky diode or auxiliary power rail), 
the minimum input voltage for operation (after start-up) 
will be limited only by the VIN UVLO thresholds (1.8V 
typical). Please note: If the bootstrap voltage is derived 
from the LTC3118 VOUT and not an independent power 
rail, then the minimum input voltages required for initial 
start-up are still limited by the minimum VCC voltage 
(2.35V typical).

OPERATION
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RUN1 and RUN2 Pin Comparators

Forcing both RUN1 and RUN2 to a logic low places the 
LTC3118 in a low current shutdown state. When the volt-
age on either pin is brought above a 0.65V logic threshold, 
certain IC functions are enabled as shown in Figure 4a. 
The RUN1 and RUN2 pins also include accurate internal 
comparators that allow them to be used to set custom 
rising and falling ON/OFF thresholds for VIN1 and VIN2, 
respectively, with the addition of external resistor dividers. 
If either RUN pin voltage is increased to exceed its accurate 
comparator threshold (1.22V nominal), all functions of the 
buck-boost converter will be enabled and switching will 
commence, assuming the respective VIN and VCC UVLO 
circuits are cleared (see Figure 2).

If both RUN1 and RUN2 are brought below the accurate 
comparator threshold, the buck-boost converter will inhibit 
switching, but the VCC regulator and control circuitry will 
remain powered unless both RUN pins are brought below 
the logic threshold. Therefore, in order to completely 
shut down the IC and reduce the VIN currents to < 2µA 
(typical), it is necessary to ensure that both RUN pins are 

brought below the worst-case low logic threshold of 0.2V. 
RUN1 and RUN2 are high voltage capable inputs but must 
be connected to their respective VIN1 and VIN2 supplies 
through a high value resistor greater than 200k to prevent 
a potential latch condition at the pin. The RUN pins can 
be driven above VIN or VOUT within their specified voltage 
ratings. If either RUN pin is forced above 5V, it will sink a 
small current, as given by the following equation:

  
IRUN ≈ VRUN − 5V

3MΩ

With the addition of optional resistor divider(s), as shown 
in Figure 4a, the RUN pin(s) can be used to establish a 
user-programmable turn-on and turn-off threshold. 

The buck-boost converter is enabled when the voltage 
on either RUN pin reaches 1.22V. Therefore, the turn-on 
voltage threshold on VIN is given by:

  

VTURNON = 1.22V 1+ RT

RB











Figure 4. (a) Accurate RUN1 or RUN2 Pin Comparators, (b) Manual VIN Select with Overlap Timing, (c) Active VIN Indicators
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The RUN comparators include a built-in hysteresis of 
approximately 170mV, so that the turn-off threshold will 
be approximately 15% lower than the turn-on threshold. 
Put another way, the internal threshold levels for the RUN 
comparators to disable switching from a particular input 
is 1.05V.

  

VTURNOFF = 1.05V 1+ RT

RB











The RUN comparator is relatively noise insensitive, but 
there may be cases due to PCB layout, very large value 
resistors for RT and RB (Figure 4a), or proximity to noisy 
components where noise pickup is unavoidable and may 
cause the turn-on or turn-off levels to be intermittent. In 
these cases, a small value filter capacitor can be added 
across RB to ensure proper operation.

Selecting Priority or Ideal Diode Mode Operation 

Priority Mode (SEL=0)

Priority mode operation is suggested for most applications, 
since powering from one of the sources is typically 
preferred. In priority mode, the primary input is connected 
to VIN1 and the auxiliary input is connected to VIN2. The 
LTC3118 will maintain operation from VIN1 until either 
the RUN1 or minimum VIN1 UVLO circuits transition the 
LTC3118 to VIN2 operation if valid. It is important that the 
RUN1 turn-off threshold programs the minimum VIN1 
above 2.5V in Priority Mode unless VCC is back-fed and 
held above 2.5V. This prevents an unintended soft-start 
cycle from occurring if VCC hits its UVLO threshold when 
the VIN1 source is removed, before transitioning to VIN2 
operation. 

Depending on the maximum load current of the application, 
the RUN1 and RUN2 minimum VIN turn-off thresholds 
may need to set well above 2.5V to prevent VOUT from 
losing regulation, especially in step-up mode. Please 
refer to Maximum Load Current vs VIN curves found in 

the Typical Performance Characteristics. Maximum load 
current capability when VIN1 or VIN2 is less than 3.8V can 
be improved if VCC is boot-strapped to 5V as shown in 
Figure 7. 

Ideal Diode Mode (SEL=1)

Ideal Diode mode operation is available on the LTC3118 for 
systems with low ESR sources or where the programmed 
operating range of the two inputs can be separated as will 
be discussed. In Ideal Diode mode, an internal comparator 
monitors the voltage on both VIN1 and VIN2 to determine 
which input is higher. The comparator has approximately 
800mV of hysteresis to help prevent the part from switching 
between the two inputs if the source voltages are equal. The 
comparator has an approximate 250µs filter delay to prevent 
rapid switching between inputs and erratic operation. When 
the LTC3118 switches between inputs, current supplied 
from one source is suspended before transitioning to the 
other source. Depending on the impedance of each source 
and the amount of input current required to support the 
load on VOUT, it is possible for the voltage ripple on one 
or both inputs to exceed this comparator’s hysteresis.

As an example, if both input sources have 300mΩ of 
impedance and 2A of current is being drawn from the 
active source, a 600mV step will occur on the inputs 
during switchover, approaching the comparator’s 800mV 
of typical hysteresis. When the input voltages are equal, 
the LTC3118 could toggle between VIN1 and VIN2 operation 
at high load currents. For such systems, operation in 
Priority mode is recommended, unless the RUN pins can 
be programmed such that the minimum operating voltage 
of one input is set above the maximum source voltage of 
the other input. As with priority mode, the minimum VIN 
operating voltages should be set by their RUN pins above 
VCC UVLO and higher if needed to support maximum load 
current. Low ESR 100µF to 220µF aluminum electrolytic 
capacitors close to both input pins help to reduce resonant 
ringing during VIN switchover, due to cable inductances 
found in some applications and bench evaluation set-ups.      

OPERATION
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Manual VIN Select Circuits 

The SEL pin can be used to manually switch between VIN1 
and VIN2, if VIN2 is connected to a voltage greater than 
VIN1. In this case, both RUN pins must remain asserted 
above their 1.22V thresholds. The LTC3118 will run off 
VIN1 when SEL is low and the higher VIN2 source when 
SEL is high.

For systems requiring manual VIN selection where the 
relative voltages are unknown, the RUN pins can be used 
with a few precautions. Each RUN pin contains internal 
filtering to reduce the chance of unintended turn-on or 
turn-off due to noise events. The turn-on delay is typically 
50µs in order to manage inductive ringing during supply 
plug in. Accordingly, a >100µs overlap time of asserted 
RUN1 and RUN2 signals is recommended to prevent a 
momentary shutdown of the IC and a subsequent soft-
start cycle. 

If this overlap timing cannot be provided by the system 
micro-controller, an external circuit similar to Figure 4b 
can be added to each RUN pin. With the added circuit, VIN1 
and VIN2 can be driven alternately off and on as shown. 
The diode provides a faster turn-on path, where the RC 
delay to GND is set to ~100µs in order to prevent VOUT 
from drooping during switch-over.

Active VIN Indicator 

The V1GD and V2GD indicators can be monitored to 
determine if VIN1 or VIN2 have sufficient voltage based on 
internal UVLO circuits and the RUN pin divider networks 
as previously discussed. Some applications may require 
an additional indication of which VIN is active and which 
is inactive. This indication can be implemented with the 
CN1 and CN2 charge-pump pins and an external circuit 
similar to Figure 4c. The diode and RC network provide 
peak detection and filtering of the active CN pin which is 
switching in PWM mode and held high in sleep. The CN 
pin for the inactive VIN is held low.  

Thermal Considerations

The power switches of the LTC3118 are designed to oper-
ate continuously with currents up to the internal current 
limit thresholds. However, when operating at high current 
levels, there may be significant heat generated within the 
IC. In addition, the VCC regulator can generate a significant 
amount of heat when the active VIN is high. This adds to the 
total power dissipation of the IC. As described elsewhere 
in this data sheet, bootstrapping of VCC for 5V output ap-
plications can essentially eliminate this power dissipation 
term and significantly improve efficiency. 

Careful consideration must be given to the thermal envi-
ronment of the IC in order to provide a means to remove 
heat from the IC and ensure that the LTC3118 is able 
to provide its full rated output current. Specifically, the 

exposed die attach pad of both the QFN and FE packages 
must be soldered to a copper layer on the PCB to maximize 
the conduction of heat out of the IC package. This can be 
accomplished by utilizing multiple vias from the die attach 
pad connection underneath the IC package to other PCB 
layer(s) containing large copper planes. A recommended 
board layout incorporating these concepts is shown in 
Figure 5. Typical temperature rise versus load current 
curves using the PCB in Figure 5 are given in the Typical 
Performance Characteristics section.

If the IC die temperature exceeds approximately 165°C, 
thermal shutdown will be invoked and all switching will 
be inhibited. The part will remain disabled until the die 
temperature cools by approximately 10°C, at which time 
a soft-start is initiated to provide a smooth recovery.

APPLICATIONS INFORMATION
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Figure 5. Typical 4-Layer PC Board Layout

Top Layer 2nd Layer

3rd Layer Bottom Layer (Top View)

APPLICATIONS INFORMATION
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Figure 6. Inactive VIN Current vs Voltage and Inductor Current (IL) 
Active VIN = VOUT = 12V in PWM Mode
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Inactive VIN Leakage Currents

The inactive input (VIN1 or VIN2) consumes a small amount 
of bias current and will exhibit some amount of leakage 
current, through the disabled switches, depending on the 
temperature of the die and the average DC voltage between 
the inactive VIN and SW1 (stand-off voltage). Please refer to 
the Die Temperature Rise and N-Channel MOSFET leakage 
curves in the Typical Performance Characteristics of the 
data sheet. The stand-off voltage can be positive or negative 
depending on the VIN1 and VIN2 voltages and varies with 
SW1 duty cycle. Figure 6 shows typical currents into the 
inactive input as a function of its voltage at various levels 
of inductor current as the LTC3118 operates in PWM mode 
from an active 12V input and 12V output. Higher inductor 
currents generally translate to higher leakage currents due 
to power dissipation, resulting in a die temperature rise.

Referring to the curves in Figure 6, leakage currents are 
generally supplied from the inactive source into its re-
spective VIN pin above a few volts. At lower voltages, it is 
possible to get reverse current back-fed into the source, 
causing a depleted battery or unplugged input to slowly 
charge. In some cases, a dummy load resistor across the 
inactive input may be needed to prevent that input from 
rising above its UVLO causing a momentary turn-on. A 
good thermal design will help to reduce unwanted leakage 
currents into or out of the inactive input, especially at high 
switch currents where die temperatures increase. A tight 
board layout near the VIN1/CM1 and VIN2/CM2 pins to 
ground is advised to reduce leakage that may occur due 
to SW1 edge rates and parasitic inductances in the traces.  
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Figure 7. Bootstrapping VCC

A standard application circuit for the LTC3118 is shown on 
the front page of this data sheet. The appropriate selection 
of external components is dependent upon the required 
performance of the IC in each particular application, given 
considerations and trade-offs such as PCB area, input 
and output voltage range, output voltage ripple, required 
efficiency, thermal considerations and cost. This section 
of the data sheet provides some basic guidelines and con-
siderations to aid in the selection of external components 
and the design of the applications circuit.

VCC Capacitor Selection

VCC is generated by a low dropout linear regulator from 
either VIN1 or VIN2, whichever is selected. Both VCC regula-
tors have been designed for stable operation with a wide 
range of output capacitors. For most applications, a low 
ESR capacitor of 4.7µF should be used. The capacitor 
should be located as close to VCC as possible and con-
nected to ground through the shortest trace possible. If 
the connecting trace cannot be made short, an additional 
0.1µF bypass capacitor should be connected between 
VCC and ground, as close to the package pins as possible.

Bootstrapping the VCC Regulator with 5V VOUT or 
External Supply

The high and low side gate drivers are powered by VCC, 
which is generated from the selected VIN through an 
internal linear regulator. In some applications, especially 
at high input voltages, the power dissipation in the linear 
regulator can become a significant contributor to thermal 
heating of the IC. The Typical Performance Characteristics 
section of this data sheet provides data on VCC current in 

VOUT

4.7µF

3118 F07

VOUT

LTC3118

VCC

PWM operation, which is supplied by VIN. A significant 
performance advantage can be attained in applications 
where VOUT is programmed to 5V, if VCC is powered by 
VOUT rather than the selected VIN. This can be done by 
connecting a Schottky diode from VOUT to VCC, as shown 
in Figure 7. With the bootstrap diode installed, the gate 
driver currents are supplied by the buck-boost converter 
at high efficiency rather than through the less efficient 
internal linear regulator. The internal linear regulator 
contains reverse blocking circuitry that allows VCC to be 
driven slightly above their nominal regulation level with 
only a slight amount of reverse current. Please note that the 
bootstrapping supply (either VOUT or a separate regulator) 
must limit VCC to less than 6V.

BST, Charge Pump and CM Capacitor Selection

Small ceramic capacitors are needed to provide a suf-
ficient amount of charge to the high side switches. As 
shown in the applications circuits and the front page of 
this data sheet, small capacitors are required from BST1 
to SW1, BST2 to SW2, CN1 to CP1, CN2 to CP2, CM1 to 
GND and CM2 to GND. Recommended initial values for 
the BST to SW capacitors are 0.1µF with > 5V rating, CN 
to CP capacitors are 10nF with > 20V rating, and CM to 
GND capacitors are 47nF with > 20V rating. 

Inductor Selection

The choice of inductor used in LTC3118 applications 
influences the maximum deliverable output current, the 
converter bandwidth, the magnitude of the inductor current 
ripple and the overall converter efficiency. The inductor 
must have a low DC series resistance and high output  
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